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TAGS: PINT, FR. 

SUBJECT: PIERRE SCHIELE ELECTED PRESIDENT OF ALSACE REGIONAL 
COUNCIL 

ON JANUARY 24 PIERRE SCHIELE, CENTRIST SENATOR MAYOR OF THANN 
IN THE HAUT-RHIN WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE CONSEIL REGIONAL 
OF ALSACE REPLACING ANDRE BORD, RPR AND SECRETAIRE D ETAT EOR 
VETERANS AFFAIRS. THUS , AS IN LORRAINE THE RPR WAS REPLACED 
IN THIS IMPORTANT POSITION BY A CENTRIST. 

HOWEVER, THE GAME IN STRASBOURG WAS NOT AS ROUGH AS IT WAS IN 
METZ, AND AFTER SEVERAL HOURS OE NEGOTIATIONS JANUARY 24, ANDRE 
BORD RELUCTANTLY BUT GRACIOUSLY ANNOUNCED HE WOULD NOT BE A 
CANDIDATE EOR REELECTION, AND ASKED THE MEMBERS OE HIS GROUP 
TO SUPPORT SENATOR SCHIELE, A MEMBER OF THE CENTRIST GROUP (CDS). 
SCHIELE WAS THEN COMFORTABLY ELECTED WITH 29 VOTES OUT OF 40, 
ALTHOUGH EIGHT RPR APPARENTLY REEUSED TO FOLLOW BORD S REQUEST 
AND CAST BLANK OR INVALID BALLOTS. 

BORD MADE THE BEST OF A DIFFICULT SITUATION: FIRST HE FACED 
GEOGRAPHICAL DEMANDS FROM THE HAUT-RHIN THAT THE PRESIDENCY 
BE GIVEN TO A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THAT DEPARTMENT AFTER BEING 
HELD FOR THREE YEARS BY BORD FROM STRASBOURG. SECOND THE CENTRISTS, 
NOT THE RPR, HOLD A MAJORITY OF THE COUNCIL SEATS AND APPARENTLY 
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HAVING OVERCOME CERTAIN INTERNAL DIFEICULTIES COULD IMPOSE THEIR 
OWN CANDIDATE. (THESE DIEFICULTIES COULD VERY WELL HAVE INVOLVED 
CERTAIN CONCESSIONS TO THE RPR - SUCH AS GIVING IT A MAJORITY 
OF THE POSITIONS IN THE COUNCIL BUREAU - TO ASSURE ITS SUPPORT 
OF AND PARTICIPATION ON IMPORTANT MUNICIPAL ELECTION LISTS LED 
BY CENTRISTS IN THE BAS-RHIN, PARTICULARLY STRASBOURG.) 
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BORD HIMSELF WAS SOMEWHAT THE PRISONER OF HIS OWN WORDS OF LAST 
YEAR WHEN HE SAID AFTER HIS REFLECTION AS PRESIDENT THIS WOULD 
BE "HIS LAST TRIP" AND THAT "MANY CHANGES, MANY ALTERATIONS 
WILL BE POSSIBLE". 

SCHIELE'S REPORTED FIRMNESS DURING THE NEGOTIATIONS PRECEDING 
THE ELECTION GIVE CREDIBILITY TO THE OPINION OF CERTAIN PERSONS 
CLOSE TO THE SITUATION THAT HE HAD BEEN APPROACHED DURING THE 
PRECEDING WEEK BY RPR NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS AND THAT CERTAIN 
AGREEMENTS CONCERNING HIS PRESIDENCY AND THE ROLE OF THE RPR 
IN ALSACE HAD BEEN REACHED. 

BY WITHDRAWING VOLUNTARILY, BORD SAVED HIMSELF AND THE RPR THE 
EMBARRASSMENT OF A DEFEAT OF ONE OF ITS MINISTERS.ROMINE 
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